
THE WORLD PICTURED 
BY GOOGLE STREET VIEW

Since it first launched in 2007 Google 
Street View (GSV) has managed 
to capture over sixteen million 
kilometres of Street View imagery 
across eighty-three countries. 
This visualisation stands between 
a globe and a cartogram. To visually 
represent how much or how little 
you can actually see by googling from 

Italy a certain area of the world, more 
than a thousand Google Street View 
pictures have been taken to fill the 
surfaces of the lands. Every image 
is framed in a pixel, that, according 
to its size, metaphorically represents 
a percentage of coverage in a certain 
area. The smaller the pixel, the higher 
the coverage, which also means high 
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definition of the images contained in 
the square. Instead, when in shortage 
of coverage, the pixel’s size increases, 
providing a less clear image. 
In lack of data there are no pixels. 
Some countries decide not to provide 
full access to their imagery: the 
limitation applied has economic 
reasons or privacy concerns. 
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Types of filters:

How to read it

The peculiar Buckminster Fuller’s Dymaxion 
Map has been used to depict the world as 
represented by the imagery of Google Street 
View, browsed from Italy. If GSV has coverage 
in a certain area, that Country is made of 
pixels, each one containing an image of that 
same zone, randomly taken “walking” down 
some of the covered streets of the represented 
Country, moving GSV man multiple times.

Labels on Countries:

IT special filtering policies

ISO code

NC

country with no information 
about the addition date on GSV

link to full name of countries

Special filtering policies:

45° lines on pixels 
represent Countries offering a 
filtered-partial view of their images 

Percentage of GSV coverage on Countries:

50 - 90%

90-100%

0 - 10%

10 - 50%

very poor coverage

excellent coverage

Touristic policy or on request
The Country restricts the imagery 
of its territories

On request only
The Country provides some images
for a fee

Privacy policy
The Country strongly protects its 
imagery due to strict privacy policies

Amazon forest - BR:
The distribution and the 
quality of images may 
also depend on the 
physical characteristics 
of the areas: some are 
difficult-to-reach places, 
with no roads, like the 
Amazon Forest.

United States - US:
GSV mapping started in 
2007 in the United States, 
and for over a year it has 
been the only Country 
with imagery on the 
platform. More than ten 
years later, almost every 
american country and 
city, including buildings 
and public insides is 
visible on GSV.

Germany - DE:
Due to legal and privacy 
issues, GSV coverage in 
Germany is restricted just 
to major cities, such as 
Berlin, Munich, Hamburg 
and Frankfurt.

Australia - AU:
Hoping to stop forbidden 
excursions on the 
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park, GSV has removed 
all the imagery regarding 
Uluru, a sacred site for 
Indigenous Australians.

China - CN:
According to Google's 
chief legal officer China’s 
imagery is mainly 
requested (and obtained) 
for legitimate criminal 
investigations or for the 
removal of child 
pornography content.

Faroe Islands - FO:
Google teamed up with 
the inhabitants of the 
islands and lent cameras 
to generate Street View 
imagery. The sheep 
continued doing their 
thing, while also creating 
pictures of their land. 

Austria - AT:
It was only from June
2020 that major roads
and highways all
throughout Austria 
became available, 
accesible from
every states' browser.
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2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Alphabetical order of 156 Country added in GSV from 2007 to 2020

The Dymaxion is a projection representing the world map on the surface of 
an icosahedron, that can be, once unfolded, flattened to two dimensions. 
Lands and seas do not have any breaks and it is the projection, amog many, 
that gives the lower distortion in their contour and masses. 


